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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 Recently, I received an invitation to play golf.  There was a lot to do both here at the church 

and at home and I had to decline.  But it felt really good to be invited even though I was not able 

to play.  Most of us are grateful for invitations even when we’re unable to accept them.  They 

remind us that others are thinking about us and are concerned for our well-being.  Did you know 

that 63% of unchurched Americans indicate they would respond favorably to an invitation from a 

friend or family member to attend church?  Maybe people just like being invited, even if it’s to 

church! 

 

 Most Christians struggle with the gift of evangelism.  The Alban Institute estimates that 

roughly 10% of the members of a congregation possess the capacity to share their faith with 

others in an effective way.  That means that 90% of us wrestle with being instrumental in helping 

others accept the Christian faith.  Yet, while that may be true, 100% of us have the capacity to 

invite another person to join us in participating at our church where that special contact might 

take place.  Let me encourage you to practice inviting.  Inviting encourages and blesses others.  

We can invite to meals, classes, special worship opportunities, and even to participate in the life 

and witness of the church.  Inviting helps make others feel welcome.  Especially, be sure to invite 

our visitors to join in the life of Waldensian Presbyterian Church.  It will bless both the inviter 

and the invitee! 

 

 Some years ago in a survey of 22 congregations in three major cities, Roy Oswald asked the 

question, “What brought you to this church?”  The response was the following: 

 

 2% came due to an advertisement 

 6% came because of the pastor 

 6% came because of organized evangelistic outreach 

 86% came because they were invited by a friend or family member 

 

Never doubt the power and grace of an invitation.  Is someone waiting for you to invite them?  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 

        Yours in Christ, 

 

        John 

  
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for our 

Gourmet Hamburger Night 
with all the fixins’ 

on Wednesday, June 8, at 5:30pm 
 

Bring your own lawn chair.  

**Please note that RSVPs are needed!** 

Call the church office at 874-2531 to sign up. 
 

 

  



 

 
 

CIRCLES MEETINGS 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating 
Team is scheduled to meet on Monday, 
June 6

th
 at 4pm in Room 200. 

 

 
 

 

JUNE COMMITTEES 
 

Sunday, June 5th 
2:00 PM Christian Action 
 

Monday, June 6th 
6:15 PM Diaconate  
 

Tuesday, June 7 
6:00 PM Property 
7:30 PM Communications 
 

Wednesday, June 8th  
6:30 PM Personnel 
 

Thursday, June 9
th

 
9:30 AM Fellowship 
 

Sunday, June 12th 
11:00 AM Worship  
4:00 PM Outreach  
 

Sunday, June 19th 
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 

Sunday, June 26th 
6:00 PM Session  
 

 

JUNE WORSHIP 
 

Please note that beginning 
June 5, each Sunday morning 
our unified worship services 

will be on our summer 
schedule with all services 
beginning at 10:00am. 

 

 

 
To view Rev. Frye’s sermon each 

Sunday, you may go to the church 
website, www.waldpres.org, and 
click on the YouTube link.  Choose 
the service date you wish to view. 

 

 
 
 

 
Waldensian 

Heritage Museum 
 

Open Tuesday thru Friday 
Morning Tour at 11:00am 
Afternoon Tour at 2:00pm 

 

Groups of 6-20  
by appointment only 

 

Please call the museum at 
(828) 874-1111 to schedule a 

tour.  We hope to see you soon! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

10 Cents-a-Meal 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat; I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink… Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.”  

- Matthew 25:35-40 
 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church has a 
rich tradition of carrying out Jesus’ 
commandment to “feed my sheep” 
through assistance programs such as the 
Community Assistance Ministry and 
many others.  
 

 

One way we help to alleviate hunger in 
our community is through the Nickel-a-
Meal program. (Those of us who have 
been around a while may remember 
that it was called 2 Cents-a-Meal many 
years ago, before being increased to 5 
cents.) 

 
Recently, the Diaconate voted to 
increase the amount to 10 Cents-a-Meal, 
due to the desperate need for increased 
assistance in many areas of Western 
North Carolina and the lack of available 
resources in those areas. The 
organization Feeding America estimates 
that there are 1,417,440 people facing 
hunger in North Carolina, and 419,470 
of them are children. Government 
assistance alone is unable to fully 
support those facing hunger, so the 
need for charitable assistance is urgent 
and dire. 

 
The idea behind the 10 Cents-a-Meal 
program is very simple. Each person sets 
aside 10 cents (or more) for every meal 
he/she eats. This amounts to around $9 
per person per month, or $108 per year. 
Of course, donations of any amount are 
greatly appreciated. The money is 
collected and sent to the Presbytery of 
Western North Carolina. Twice a year, 
the Presbytery Hunger Committee 
reviews grant requests from regional 
ministries, and distributes funds to 
agencies and programs that meet the 
established guidelines. At WPC, a 
portion of our monthly 10 Cents-a-Meal 
offering is used to support our 
Community Assistance Ministry. 

 
God calls us to respond in tangible ways 
to the poor and needy in our 
community. The 10 Cents-a-Meal 
program is simple enough for children to 
understand, and offers all members the 
opportunity to participate as equal 
partners in mission. We hope that you 
will prayerfully consider how you and 
your family might support this ministry 
that is so vital to the life of our 
congregation and community.  
 
 Yours in Christ, 
 The WPC Diaconate 
 

http://www.waldpres.org/


 



 

 
 
To the Presbyterian Women: I am 
humbled and grateful to be the 
recipient of this year's Honorary Life 
Membership award. The gorgeous 
roses and vase graced my table for a 
full week, the framed certificate has 
been proudly hung, and I am enjoying 
wearing the lovely and symbolic 
brooch on my jackets. The well-kept 
surprise and warm response of those 
present will live in my memory. 
Thank you all for this honor and for 
including me in the company of all the 
recipients you have named over 
decades.  
 

June brings our reduced summer 
rehearsal schedule:  
 

Our handbell choir will take a break 
except for a bell polishing party and a 
meal together to celebrate such a 
good year of growth for us.  
 

Our Connections Band and the Circle 
of Strings group will offer music in 
our blended 10:00 service on several 
Sundays over the summer, dates to be 
planned soon. We will have a reduced 
rehearsal schedule, too. 
 

Our Chancel Choir will rehearse 
roughly every other Wednesday from 
6:15-7:30. In June, we will practice in 
the sanctuary on June 8 and June 22. 
If you are considering joining this 
choir, as I hear a couple of people are 
(yay!), summer is a great time to try it 
and see how we roll. We work hard 
and have fun all at once! We welcome 
new singers! 
 

I so look forward to two opportunities 
to share music with our children and 
youth this month:  
 

VBS (Vacation Bible School) June 12-
15 in the evenings, Sunday-
Wednesday, when we will learn songs 
and motions for our theme "Jerusalem 
Marketplace." 
 

 

Montreat Worship and Music Week, 
June 26-July 2, with seven of our 
rising 6th-8th grade girls (Ruby, 
Emma, Matilyn, Marissa, Anna, Lilah, 
and Piper) accompanied by 
chaperones Wes and Tricia Garrou 
and yours truly. This year's theme is 
"In the Stranger's Guise," focused on 
learning to look for the many ways 
Jesus Christ enters our lives 
unexpectedly. We will learn and share 
through music classes and choirs 
(vocal and instrumental), visual art, 
daily worship, and the fellowship we 
will enjoy in small groups, with 
hundreds of other participants (choirs 
and worship gatherings) and in our 
rental house with each other.  
 

Your prayers and encouragement for 
all of our music ministries mean so 
much to us. Thank you! 
 

God is with us. 
Laurie 
 

 

 

News From 

 
 

Summer break, rest and relaxation, 
mmmmmm, I am not so sure.  Back 
when I had summers off, I saved my 
household projects for my time off.  
Those projects kept me busy, and I 
usually got them done.  These days 
my project list gets longer and longer, 
wait a minute, am I missing 200 days 
on a very fast treadmill, just to have a 
month off to complete my project list.  
Of course not, and I can't remember 
where I was going with this article. 
What I will say is that I do enjoy 
finding new recipes and testing out a 
few.  I attempt to eat as fresh as 
possible, veggies I have grown in my 
small garden.  With fresh fruits being 
more available, I do try to incorporate 
them into my diet, as much a  
 

 

possible.  This panna cotta recipe can 
be paired with any fruit in a fruit 
sauce or coulis. 
 

PANNA COTTA 
1 packet powdered Knox gelatin 
3 tbsp. water 
1½ cup half and half 
¼ cup honey 
Generous pinch of sea salt 
1 tbsp. vanilla extract (if you have a  
   vanilla bean pod, scrape and use  
   the seeds) 
1½ cup heavy cream/whipping  
   cream 
 

*Pour the water into a small bowl.  
Sprinkle the powdered gelatin over 
the water and mix well.  Set aside 
until the gelatin absorbs the water. 
 

*Place the half and half in a small 
saucepan, along with the honey, 
salt and vanilla. 
 

*Heat over medium heat and stir 
the mixture while it is heating.  
Make sure the salt and honey 
dissolve and mix into the base.  DO 
NOT allow the mixture to come to 
a boil. 
 

*When the half and half base is 
steaming, remove it from the heat. 
 

*Add the bloomed gelatin straight 
into the hot mixture and gently 
stir/ whisk until the gelatin has 
completely dissolved. 
 

*Add the heavy cream and stir it in. 
 

*Divide the mixture into 6 dishes, 
about ½ cup each. If you use seeds, 
stir the mixture after each pour. 
 

*Allow the panna cotta to cool 
down slightly, then cover them 
with plastic wrap and store in the 
fridge overnight. 
 

*For your fruit, you can use fresh 
or frozen.  Put the desired amount 
into a small saucepan.  Then add a 
little sugar and simmer until the 
fruit thickens and has the desired 
consistency.  You can also use 
honey to sweeten your fruit.  This 
is known as a coulis. 

Bon Appetit! 
Coron Jordan 



 

 
 

Kaylee Carter 
Kaylee Carter is the daughter of Ashley 
and Christopher Carter, and an active 
member of the WPC Youth. She is 
graduating with honors from Draughn 
High School. During her time at DHS, 
Kaylee has been involved in many 
organizations, including Anchor Club, 
National Honor Society, Interact Club, 
and Science Olympiad. She has also been 
on the track and cross country teams, 
and was elected to Draughn’s Home-
coming Court. She plans to attend 
Appalachian State University to major in 
Art Education with a possible minor in 
Graphic Design, and she hopes to one 
day pursue a Master’s degree. 
 
Joseph Heilman 
Joseph Heilman is the son of Robert and 
Joanna Heilman. He is a lifelong member 
of Waldensian Presbyterian Church, and 
a dedicated member of the WPC Youth. 
Joseph is graduating from Draughn High 
School with academic excellence, and 
has also earned the Dean’s List 
distinction at Western Piedmont 
Community College. During his time at 
DHS, Joseph has been involved in the 
Marching and Symphonic Band, Quiz 
Bowl, Science Olympiad, National Honor 
Society, and Burke Youth Organized 
Philanthropy. He plans to attend 
Western Piedmont Community College, 
and then transfer to UNC-Asheville to 
pursue a degree in History and 
Education.  
 
Jake Hudson 
Jake Hudson is the son of Jim and Jenny 
Hudson. He is graduating from Draughn 
High School, where he has been involved 
in both the band and the swim team, 
earning 15

th
 place in North Carolina as a 

state-level swimmer. Jake is an active 
member of the WPC Youth and the 
Friends of the Valdese Rec. As a 
dedicated member of the Boy Scout 
program, hehas achieved the prestigious 
rank of Eagle Scout. Jake plans to attend 
Western Carolina University in the fall, 
where he will major in Integrated Health 
Sciences. 
 

 

Evan Lambert 
Evan Lambert is the son of Shana Barus 
and Joe Lambert. He is graduating with 
honors from Draughn High School. Evan 
is a dedicated member of the WPC 
Youth and the Guitar Club at DHS. He 
plans to attend either Western 
Piedmont Community College or 
Guilford Tech Community College to 
pursue a degree in the field of Recording 
Engineering or Videography.  
 
Skylar Mull 
Skylar Mull is an active member of the 
WPC Youth. He is graduating from 
Draughn High School and plans to 
attend Western Piedmont Community 
College for 2 years, before transferring 
to a 4-year university.  
 
Jazmine Powell 
Jazmine Powell is the daughter of Jeffrey 
and Lee Powell, and a dedicated 
member of the WPC Youth. She is 
graduating from Draughn High School 
with a 4.3 GPA and all A honors. During 
her time in high school, she has been 
involved in the National Honor Society, 
Science Olympiad, Drama Club, and 
Interact Club. Jazmine plans to attend 
college and major in Wildlife Biology. 
After college, her goal is to pursue a 
career working for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

 
 

 

 

 

Our May Nickel a Meal 
offering totaled $231.25.   
Thanks for your support! 

 

 

 

Whatever happened to Agnes? 

 

Agnes was a very old woman living in a 
retirement home. One day she was 
sitting and talking with a friend of 
similar age. “I’m getting so old,” Agnes 
said to her companion, “that all my 
friends who are already in heaven will 
think I didn’t make it.” 
 

 

 

 
 
Christian sympathy is extended to the 
family of Margie Perrou who passed 
away on April 27; to the family of 
Alverta Bounous who passed away on 
May 3; and to the family of Edward 
Micol, Jr. who passed away on May 
14. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

June 2 Luke Demiter 
June 3 Meghan Pons 
 Linda Rostan 
 Lynn Willis 
June 4 Cooper Willis 
June 7 Tripp Garrou 
June 8 Allan Bonner 
June 9 Sally Gaillard 
 Brooke Heavner 
 Pat Pons 
June 10 Celia Frye 
 David Thomas 
June 11 Ashley Dewey 
June 12 Joanna Heilman 
June 14 Aleisha Williams 
June 15 Gene Tucker 
June 17 Elizabeth Furr 
 Paege Powell 
June 18 Dianne Mobley 
 Silas Willis 
June 22 Robert Jolly 
 Cyndie Kamal 
June 23 Margaret Bleynat 
 Magnolia Morse 
June 24 Tom Garrou 
June 25 Frank Grill 
June 26 Linda Cannon 
June 28 Boston Stilwell 
June 30 Barbara Cockerham 
 Lucas Lindsay 
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 
 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed 
to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format 
of the book discussions includes provided questions and group discussions in an 
informal setting. Books are selected from recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when 
you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each 
time, to either or both groups.   
 

Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out 
only one of our selections at a time. 
 

Afternoon Book Discussion Group- 4:00pm 
(meets outside the second Thursday of the month) 
Thursday, June 9 – The Last Child  by John Hart 
Thursday, July 14 – Come Fly the World  by Julia Cooke 
Thursday, August 11 – The Henna Artist  by Aika Joshi 
Thursday, October 13 – The Four Winds  by Kristan Hannah 
 
Faith Matters Group – 3pm (note new time) 
(meets in Room 200 the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, June 26 – The Last Week:  What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’s  
 Final Days in Jerusalem  by Marcus J. Borg 
Sunday, July 24 – Desire of the Everlasting Hills:  The World Before and After Jesus  
 by Thomas Cahill 
Sunday, August 28 – God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality  by Phyllis Trible 
Sunday, September 25 – Learning to Walk in the Dark:  Because Sometimes God  
 Shows Up at Night  by Barbara Brown Taylor 
 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Waldensian Presbyterian Church 
Stated Session Meeting Minutes 

March 27, 2022 
 
 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS is a condensed 
form of the minutes that contains 
reports and approved motions. An 
unabridged copy of the Stated Session 
Meeting Minutes is available in the 
church office during business hours.   
 
The session of Waldensian Presbyterian 
Church met on March 27, 2022, at 3:00 
p.m.* in Room 200. Elders stricken by 
March Madness were tolerated and the 
time of the meeting was changed to the 
afternoon. Linda Rostan, Clerk of 
Session, noted that a quorum was 
present. 
 
Rev. Dr. John Frye began the evening 
with the story of Easter from the 58

th
 

chapter of Isaiah. The reading of God’s 
word was followed by the poem Holy 
Week, by Ann Weems. The devotional 
closed with prayer and the Moderator, 
Rev. Frye, called the meeting to order. 
The Routine action within the Consent 
Agenda was affirmed unanimously. 
    
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the 
Stated Session Meeting of February 27, 
2022, as corrected. 
  
Clerks Report  
Linda Rostan stated that the action items 
of her report were approved in the 
Consent Agenda and the following items 
were also noted: 
  
1. Communion will be served on April 

14, 2022, for the Community Maundy 
Thursday Service at noon and also for 
the evening Maundy Thursday 
Service 5:30-7:00 p.m. Both services 
will be held in the WPC Sanctuary. 

2. Servers for communion for the 
Community Maundy Thursday noon 
service on April 24

th
  - Tammy Black, 

Laura Lafferty, Ann Mullis, and Linda 
Rostan and for the evening service – 
David Fletcher, Katherine Fletcher, 
Tricia Garrou, and Hailey Garrou.  

3. The next Presbytery Meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 26, 2022, at the  

 

 

Montreat Conference Center in  
Montreat. Our commissioners to that 
meeting will be John Heilman and 
Willie Pascal who were approved at 
the January Session Meeting. 
Reverend Frye will also attend.  

4. Committee Minutes need to state the 
full name of the committee as well as 
the date and be emailed to the clerk 
as well as the church office.  

5. Correspondence:  Bradford Pear Trees 
on the church grounds are not only a 
nuisance, but an environmental 
hazard as well. The trees, through 
pollination, produce trees with 
thorns and prohibit the growth of 
natural trees which affects all wildlife. 

 
Pastor's Report   
Rev. John Frye stated that two memorial 
services had taken place during March - 
Dack Brinkley and Junine Bumgarner.  
 
He encouraged the Session and 
Diaconate to support any effort to 
change the 5 Cents a Meal to 10 Cents a 
Meal for the purpose of providing much-
needed assistance to the western 
mountain regions where there is real 
poverty.  
  
Dr. Frye gave an overview of the up-
coming Easter services and music 
programs. The community services 
would again be hosted by WPC in the 
sanctuary at noon M-F. On Maundy 
Thursday there will be communion 
served at both services. The evening 
service would be small groups gathering 
around the Long Table for shared 
communion. There will be a Tenebrae 
Service of music by candlelight in the 
sanctuary and the Sunrise Service at 
6:30 on Easter morning in addition to 
the 8:30 worship and 11:00 worship 
services.  He introduced the guest 
speaker for Palm Sunday- The Rev. 
Dr. Carol Bechtel, Professor of Old 
Testament at Western Theological 
Seminary in Holland, Michigan, and a 
widely acclaimed author. She has written 
the Study of Ester for Presbyterian 
Women and is writing the next PW Bible 
Study. In addition, Dr. Bechtel is the 
President of the American Waldensian 
Society. 
 
Rev. Frye continued his report by 
encouraging the session to make an  

 

announced statement for reopening the 
church for programs and the use of 
optional masking.  
 
Treasurer's Report John Heilman briefed 
members of session on the addition of a 
Year-to-Date Column to the Financial 
Report to make it easier to read and 
understand the calculations. The pledges 
for the year to date are where they are 
expected to be with a YTD surplus of 
$843.87. 
   
John continued by highlighting a couple 
of Designated General Funds. #204047 
had been listed under the endowed 
funds but is not endowed so it is now in 
the appropriate section. #204038 shows 
an expenditure that was for playground 
landscaping. #204113, the expenditure 
was payment of the DCE’s Seminary 
tuition. In the Designated General Funds, 
#204019, the expenditure is for music 
camp that the Director of Music has 
planned for several youth and adults. 
Lastly, under Assets, the Van is now 
listed within Property as #120004. It had 
not been listed before and is now a line 
item. 
  
Stewardship & Finance   
Jim Furr and John Heilman reported that 
there have been a few changes been 
made to update the MADE 5 OVERVIEW 
including language clarification and 
organizational changes. The changes 
within the document do not need 
sessional approval. The major change is 
in the Application Form beginning with 
the Name of the Ministry that the 
Project Serves and the Supervising 
Committee. In addition, it  now requires 
that every MADE 5 Project Application 
Form be approved, first by Committee, 
then S&F and lastly, by the Session with 
Approval Signatures of the Committee 
Chair, S&F Chair, and the Clerk of 
Session. All Essential Handbooks need to 
be updated with the new Overview. All 
old applications are non-applicable and 
projects must use the new application.  
There was a lengthy discussion that 
followed. Trying to find funding for 
programs and activities that crop up 
outside the church budget puts a strain 
on all the committees. The treasurer 
stated that when committee chairs do 
their annual budgets to think about 
what is needed in your committee’s  



 

budget to fulfill the committee’s 
mission. Make that request and see 
what S&F says the church can afford. If it 
cannot be done, then a fundraiser may 
be necessary or wait a year and try 
again. 
 
Worship  
Mary Murray presented the following 
motions from the Worship Committee. 
The Session sustained the motions. 
 
Motion:  To change the Palm Sunday 
Service to a Unified Service on April 10, 
2022.        
 
Motion: To change the Music 
Appreciation Service on May 15, 2022, 
to a Unified Worship Service. 
 
The session discussed how we label 
services as “Unified” and “Traditional” 
and the impression those labels make on 
the congregation as well as the 
community at large. The Worship 
Committee and Communications 
Committee were to follow up with 
discussions. 
   
Christian Action (Minutes attached) 
Judy Waldrop 
The minutes noted a motion from 
committee for the purpose of youth 
programming. There was a discussion 
about approving the youth beach trip 
without first knowing the funding 
source. Actions that require funding 
need to be presented to S&F prior to 
going to session, therefore, the motion 
was tabled for further discussion by the 
committee. 
   
Communications (Minutes attached)  
Jeff Jacumin, no further report. 
 
Outreach  (Minutes attached)  
Willie Pascal noted he had an addition to 
the committee minutes--Christy 
Bounous would represent Outreach on 
the Nominations Committee. Willie 
informed the session that there would 
be an Informational meeting between 
the worship services about the Afghan 
Refugee Family on April 3, in Pioneer 
Hall. The Task Force is mindful of those 
being displaced from the Tron House 
due to the new family’s arrival.  

 
 

 

Willie stated that he had received a 
request from another church for the use 
of a WPC van . Adhering to the 
regulations of the Essential Documents 
Handbook, a motion was made, 
seconded, and unanimously approved. 
           
Motion:  In the interest of safety, the 
request to use the church van by any 
organization  group  other that those 
sponsored by WPC would not be 
allowed. 
 
Fellowship 
Marian Hartman reported that their 
committee would begin meeting 
regularly on the second Thursday 
morning of the month beginning in April. 
The issue of in-person fellowship will be 
discussed – not just what the meal will 
be, what is the fellowship ministry going 
to look like.  
 
Missions  
Debra Garrou informed session that the 
Afghan Resettlement Program 
application to receive an Afghan family 
has been completed and sent to the US 
State Department to await approval. 
After approval, we will be notified of 
when the family will arrive. During that 
time, the Tron House is being made 
ready for the family. The Resettlement 
Welcome Plan is in the session packet. 
 
Mission committee has selected a new 
family to be received into the 
Community Assistance Program. There 
was a discussion of how this is funded 
and for how long. Debra stated that the 
program would be funded through the 
committee’s budget. 
 
Nominating and Endowment  
Mary-Louise Hatley reported that the 
Nominating Committee positions have 
been filled and are Gunter Harbison, 
Christie Bounous, Sally Gaillard, Steve 
Martinat, Jeff Jacumin, Meredith 
Bleynat, Judy Waldrop. The motion was 
made, seconded, and approved 
unanimously.  
  
Motion:  To present  2023 Nominating 
Committee to the Congregation for 
approval on April 3, 2022, at a Called 
Meeting of the Congregation at the 8:30 
Connections Service and the 11:00 
Worship Service.  

 

Personnel (Report attached) 
David Fletcher - No additional report. 

   

Property  
John Williams reported that the quote 
for trimming the Bradford Pear trees 
was $2,900. The motion was made not 
to trim the trees if they to be removed in 
the near future. There was a second and 
the motion was confirmed.  
 

Motion:  To not trim the Bradford Pear 
Trees at this time. 
 

Diaconate Report (Minutes attached) 
Teresa Jacumin  
The Diaconate stated that they were in 
support of changing the Five Cents a 
Meal Program to Ten Cents A Meal. The 
motion was made, seconded, and 
affirmed without further discussion. The 
Diaconate will notify the congregation 
and begin promoting the new TEN 
CENTS a MEAL program. 
  

Motion:  To have the Five-Cents a Meal 
Program converted to the Ten-Cents a 
Meal Program. 
     

New Business  
The clerk stated that there is one Girl 
Scout  troop remaining under WPC 
sponsorship. That troop had been 
meeting in the Tron House and is now 
requesting to meet in the church. The 
request was approved by unanimous 
consent to allow the Girl Scout Troop to 
continue their meetings in the church. 
 

The Session would like to join with the 
congregation in appreciation for our 
Financial Review Committee who 
worked tirelessly for the past several 
months on the WPC 2021 Financial 
Review: Jim Furr, Steve Mullis, Tom Rice, 
and Debra Garrou.  Assisting in the 
Review were:  John Heilman, Steve 
Martinat, Jim Rostan, and Kela Cannon 
and Jonas Johnson. Thank you!  
 

With business concluded and 
adjournment voted, the Stated Session 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. at which 
time the officers stood, held hands, and 
prayed together with Rev. John Frye. 

                                                                     

The next Stated Meeting of Session at 
6:00 p.m. Sunday, April 24, 2022. 
 

Submitted by  
Linda Rostan, Clerk of Session 



 

 

A Summary of the 131st Stated 
Meeting of the Presbytery of 

Western North Carolina Tuesday, 
April 26, 2022 at Montreat 

Conference Center Montreat, NC 
 

In its first face-to-face meeting since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began two years 
ago, attendees and Presbytery staff re-
connected in the lower lobby of 
Anderson Auditorium before the 
Presbytery meeting convened at 9 a.m. 
in the auditorium. It was obvious 
everyone had missed personal 
interaction with one another. It was 
also obvious that a pandemic cannot 
keep good work down!  
 
Moderator Ms. Sarah Thornburg called 
the meeting to order with a welcome 
and prayer of invocation. These were 
followed by an acknowledgement that 
the land on which we were meeting 
were originally the lands of the 
Catawba, Sugaree and Cherokee 
peoples.  
 
After the call to order, welcome and 
prayers, Moderator Thornburg and 
Stated Clerk Rev. Dr. Cam Murchison 
addressed the regular front-end 
business of the Appointment of 
Standing Committees, Recognition of 
Elders Attending for the First Time, 
Visitors, and Corresponding members, 
certification of the quorum, approval of 
the day’s docket, and the consent 
agenda. Much of the consent agenda 
comprised the Stated Clerk’s report. No 
items were removed from the Stated 
Clerk’s report for discussion or vote; 
two overtures were addressed in a 
special Bills and Overtures report.  
 
Rev. Jill Isola, chair of the Peace and 
Justice committee, shared that the 
Presbytery has already received 
$25,000 for the committee’s Medical 
Debt Relief initiative, which will relieve 
over $2.5M of medical debt within the 
bounds of the Presbytery. The 
Presbytery received an additional 
$1,492 from the offering that followed 
the morning’s worship service. Indeed, 
this is something to celebrate!  
 
 
 

 

The Service of Worship began 
approximately 9:30 a.m. Rev. Kim Wells 
of New Hope, Asheville preached on 
Rev. 2:1-7. Her sermon, titled “I Know,” 
was about how Jesus knows how tired 
we are from the work, toil, and patient 
endurance of trying to do church work 
in a pandemic when people were 
required to stay home and some of 
whom are not returning as churches re-
open and try to find their stride in a 
world and society where things have 
changed. Rev. Wells’ riveting sermon 
spoke meaningfully to attendees, who 
seemed relieved by the reminder that 
Jesus hears their worries and weariness. 
Jesus challenges us to recall the 
centrality of love we had at first and 
return to that; Jesus says to reorient 
ourselves to God’s in exhaustive supply 
of love; God is like the father who runs 
to meet his prodigal son (us), when 
exhaustion and pessimism take us on a 
journey.  
 
The day’s other business commenced 
after the service and a brief Speak-Out 
session, with a report from General 
Council by Rev. Dr. Hal Bennett, chair. 
General Council made the 
recommendations regarding approving 
previous actions taken in virtual 
meetings and adopting changes to the 
Standing Rules that authorize future 
virtual meetings when needed. Both 
were adopted by the body by common 
consent:  
 
•  Committee on Ministry: Mr. James 

Taylor, chair, introduced new 
member Susan Verbrugge as Hospice 
Chaplain at Care Partners Asheville. 
Rev. Verbrugge greeted attendees 
and spoke about the power of God 
and how it can be known in the 
world. Incidentally, Rev. Verbrugge is 
the first pastor the Presbytery has 
received in a face to face meeting 
since 2020!  

 
 A recommendation from the 

Committee on Ministry regarding a 
process for recommissioning a 
Commissioned Pastor who has ceased 
serving in a specified ministry to a 
different ministry. was approved 
without objection. The revised 
process is detailed on page 29 of the 
Presbytery meeting packet.  

 

•  Bills and Overtures Committee: Rev. 
Dr. Allan Purtill, chair of the 
committee (whose other members 
were Edwin Lewis and Emily 
Wilmarth), reported on two overtures 
that had come to this meeting. One 
overture from our Peace and Justice 
Committee was titled “Living in 
Healthy Relationships Free of 
Violence and Coercion.” The other 
overture from the Session of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church was titled 
“Declaring the Time is Now to 
Cherish, Cut Carbon, and Speak Up.” 
Details about these overtures are 
located on page 17ff. of the Stated 
Clerk’s Report (Stated Clerk 
Attachments 2 and 3).  

 
 The Presbytery voted to concur with 

both overtures, meaning that the 
topics are worthy of discussion at 
General Assembly seeking the voice 
of the entire denomination. 
Interestingly there was no discussion 
about these overtures at this meeting 
of the Presbytery.  

 
No other business required voting; 
therefore, the meeting continued with 
various reports, the highlights of which 
follow (readers may continue and are 
advised to have the Presbytery meeting 
packet handy for more information; or 
they may skip to page 6 if they were 
present at the meeting):  
 
•  Artisan Church: Reed Conley, 

organizing pastor of Artisan Church, 
showed a video of that church’s 
activities, featuring examples of five 
characteristics of the church: new, 
worship, service, creation, and 
community.  

 
•  Congregational Development 

Division-Evangelism: An Evangelism 
retreat is being scheduled for April 
24, 2023, the day before next year’s 
April Presbytery meeting at 
Montreat. Other committees of the 
Presbytery are being invited to 
provide their own seminars, training, 
or information on the same date in 
the same setting. Rev. James 
Holeman, chair, wrote that “with a 
greater variety of ways people could 
fellowship, encourage ministries, and 
hear information about our shared  



 

 work and mission, such a retreat 
would have greater attendance.”  

 
•  Guatemala Partnership: Staff member 

and Guatemala Coordinator Marie 
Connelly de Palacios reported that 
the Presbytery has given more than 
$55k to help people in 3 Guatemala 
during the pandemic. Her report 
included suggestions for ways for 
congregations to engage with the 
Partnership: 
‒ Participate in the Microloan project  
‒ Men in the Mirror  
‒ Five-Cents-A-Meal (which has raised 

a lot for relief work in Guatemala)  
‒ Education  

 
 The Presbytery is assessing interest 

and planning for a year-end 
delegation trip to Guatemala. 
Tentative dates are either Nov. 10-17 
or Dec. 1-8. Interested parties may 
contact Marie Palacios at 
pwncguatemala@gmail.com 

 
 Anyone having questions after having 

read the report in the Presbytery 
meeting packet (pp. 37-41) may visit 
https://www.presbyterywnc.org/miss
ionguatemala-partnership rather 
than calling Maria, if possible.  

 
•  Hunger Committee – Virginia 

Bradford, chair, reported that the 
Five-Cents-a-Meal program has been 
renamed to Daily Change. In the past, 
the Presbytery had more funds 
available than grant requests; 
however, over the months and years, 
gifted monies have not kept pace 
with pre-pandemic participation and 
are no longer keeping pace with the 
growing demand among our 
neighbors in need. Also, while the 
suggested gift of five cents per meal 
has not changed in decades, the cost 
of living and price of food has 
certainly increased. Therefore, 
congregations are encouraged to set 
aside an appropriate tithe at every 
meal and gather them monthly. 
Congregations are asked to send their 
meal tithes to the Presbytery and 
earmark them “Daily Change.” See p. 
42 of the Presbytery meeting packet.  

 
•  Mission Committee: Rev. Dr. Steve 

Aschmann, chair, reported that  

  

 affordable housing is a top priority. 
The committee is researching this 
issue and encourages congregations 
to dive into the breadth, depth, and 
complexities of affordable housing in 
their communities.  

 
 There is also a PDA mission trip to the 

Canton area May 1-7; the group will 
work for Habitat for Humanity. The 
cost is being subsidized by the 
committee at $25/week and 
$10/night and $0 for day workers. 
Groups who cannot attend for the 
week but want to volunteer another 
time are encouraged to contact 
Sabrina (Bree) Williams at 828-476- 
6009 or email 
drvolunteers@wnccumc.net.  

 
 The method of donating to Mission 

Co-Workers was updated by the 
Presbyterian World Mission. Effective 
January 1 of this year, the entire 
denomination may support all 
mission personnel through one fund 
called “Mission Personnel Sending 
and Support (Account #E132192). The 
new method helps co-workers who 
are not as adept at fundraising as 
others. See the Presbytery meeting 
packet pp. 44-46.  

 
•  Peace and Justice Committee: Rev. 

Dr. Steve Runholt, committee 
member, discussed the settling of 
Afghan and possibly Ukrainian 
refugees. Congregations wanting to 
participate need to organize a group 
of 10-12 volunteers and a leader to 
be the main point of contact. 4 
Congregations should also 
understand that the resettlement 
initiative is not a short-term project.  

 
 Runholt spoke about the initiative RIP 

Medical Debt, the intent of which is 
to forgive medial debt rather than 
collect on it. RIP Medical Debt is a 
non-profit organization that 
purchases debt from debt collectors 
in bundled portfolios. Through their 
work, $1 donated abolishes $100 of 
medical debt; to that end, the 
committee is seeking $10k total from 
congregations in the Presbytery. 
Evenly divided, that comes to $100 
per congregation. See the Presbytery 
meeting packet pp. 47-49 for more  

 

 information about Peace and Justice 
committee activities.  

 
•  Ukraine: Following the Peace and 

Justice committee report, meeting 
attendees heard from Rev. Dr. Robert 
Gamble, representative of the 
nonprofit This Child Here. Gamble 
was recently in Ukraine as the 
Russian invasion began. Gamble 
spoke briefly of his experience and 
then described what various 
organizations are doing to support 
Ukraine to provide rhythm, safety, art 
centers, and other projects intended 
to make the people feel hopeful and 
loved. Gamble said love helps bear 
the burden of war and that war 
makes love precious. He added that 
what’s most personal is most 
universal. Tremendous food for 
thought for those of us who are not 
faced with war every day.  

 
•  Christian Education Committee: Rev. 

Julie Hester directed attendees’ 
attention to a table sponsored by the 
committee in the foyer of the 
auditorium. The table featured 
resources and some free items. 
Church educators may find more 
information at the Presbytery web 
site (www.presbyterywnc.org, Faith 
Formation link).  

 
 Christian Education committee points 

of contact are Betty Davenport and 
Vivian Hare. See pp. 51-52 of the 
Presbytery meeting packet.  

 
•  Youth Committee: Ms. Beth Gunn, 

Presbytery Associate for Youth 
Ministry, requested that Presbytery 
attendees personally invite youth to 
join PWNC Youth. Youth activities for 
this year are noted on page 53 of the 
Presbytery meeting packet and 
information about the presbytery’s 
Youth Council is noted on page 54. 
See page 55 for a doodling exercise 
for all ages!  

 
•  Finance Committee: Mr. Charles 

Sellers, chair, noted that the 
Presbytery is on track financially. See 
pp. 56-58 of the Presbytery meeting 
packet for summaries. Those desiring 
detailed information may contact the  



 

 Presbytery office at 828-438 4217 or 
email lpressley@presbyterywnc.org. 

 
•  Building H.O.P.E. Initiative: Mr. 

Melvin Meares walked meeting 
attendees through this initiative’s 
progress since its inception in 2013. A 
lot has been done at Camp Grier, 
which is now seeing increased 
enrollment. $1,483,494.48 remains 
available for requests. Meares 
thanked the congregations of the 
Presbytery for their participation in 
and generosity with this initiative. 
Details are on p. 59 of the Presbytery 
meeting packet. 5  

 
•  Report of the General Presbyter: In a 

video to meeting attendees, General 
Presbyter Rev. Dr. Byron Wade 
thanked the Presbytery staff for 
operating the Presbytery smoothly 
during his absence. Wade is 
particularly grateful for Stated Clerk 
Rev. Dr. Cam Murchison working in 
the role of temporary General 
Presbyter in addition to his regular 
role. Wade spent recovery time 
discerning God’s direction for the 
Presbytery. He is exploring support of 
pastors and leaders and will visit with 
therapists to see how he can make 
them available to pastors and church 
leaders who have worked hard 
through the pandemic and may need 
such support. Wade’s report is on p. 
60 of the Presbytery meeting packet.  

 
•  249th Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 

Stated Meeting: The Synod is 
changing its focus from awarding 
grants to requests regarding facility 
repairs and physical plant matters to 
awarding grants to requests involving 
ministry. See the report by Ms. Dot 
Descieux on page 61 of the 
Presbytery meeting packet for other 
information.  

 
•  Presbyterian Women of the PWNC: 

See p. 62 of the Presbytery meeting 
packet for information about 
activities of the Presbyterian Women.  

 
•  Next Church: Registration is open 

now for this conference, which will be 
at Montreat May 16-18. See p. 63 of 
the Presbytery meeting packet.  

 

 

• Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs): See 
pp. 64-66 of the Presbytery meeting 
packet for information on their 
activities.  

 
Other reports are included in the 
Presbytery meeting packet so that you 
may know that the Presbytery and its 
committees continue serving the 
people of Western North Carolina 
despite rain, snow, sleet, heat, dark of 
night or pandemic.  
 
Prayers of Intercession were offered by 
Rev. Tempe Fussell, First Franklin.  
 
All of the day’s business, after two years 
of not meeting in person, was 
conducted and the meeting adjourned 
by Moderator Thornburg TWENTY 
MINUTES AHEAD OF SCHEDULE (11:40 
a.m.), which was marvelous in our eyes!  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Rev. Melissa Upchurch,  
Marshall Presbyterian  Church 
 
 
 
 

An Irish Blessing 
 

May there always be work 
for your hands to do. 

 

May the sun shine bright in 
your windowpane. 

 

May the rainbow be certain 
to follow each rain. 

 

May the hand of a friend 
always be near you. 

 

May God fill your heart 
with gladness to cheer you. 

 

-Anonymous 
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MINISTERS & SUPPORT     

 

Interim Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Dr. John Frye 

Director of Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jason Adams 

Director of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laurie Nicholson 

Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carla Sperry 

Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rita Spivey 

Financial Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kela Cannon 

Kitchen Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coron Jordan 

Part-Time Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fred Smith 

Church Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   John Heilman 

Clerk of Session. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Linda Rostan 

 

 


